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This status update portrays B.F. Skinner in classic behaviorist mode.  A particular 
behavior is solicited and reward promised.  Because people usually like to receive 
compliments, they are likely to “like” this and other status updates that Skinner posts, 
hence the operant conditioning is successful.  I, personally, have falling victim to this on 
facebook and often view the pages of my friends who post status updates such as this.  
Both Dewey and Pavlov “like” Skinner’s update, but for different reasons.  As Dewey 
posts, he is delighted and assumes that what Skinner is trying to do is build a positive 
community.  This gets at Dewey’s belief that one does not learn in a bubble and is greatly 
influenced by communication with fellow pupils.  Pavlov, on the other hand, is a fellow 
behaviorist and smiles with anticipation.  This was written to illustrate Pavlov’s work in 
classical conditioning where the mere promise of a compliment is enough to trigger the 
response, even before the compliment is given.  Lastly, Skinner chimes back in and 
demonstrates his belief that a reward was not needed each time to achieve the desired 
behavior or learning.  He was thoroughly convinced that operant behavior worked in all 
kinds of settings, even on facebook.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Here, I wanted to use Piaget’s status update to draw out the various differences in some 
of the theories.  Using the Fulghum piece helps to draw in Piaget’s developmental stages.  
Plato is the first to chime in.  Plato had many philosophical views and often shared his 
views through vignettes and stories.  The story of “The Simile of the Cave” is relevant 
here.  Plato asserts that learning or coming to know is a simple as coming to see 
something from a different perspective.  This is similar to the “a-ha” moments that 
Gestalters referred to.  Lev Vygotsky, the social constructivist, emphasizes the 
importance of sharing.  How fitting!  E.L. Thorndike was a behaviorist.  His law of effect 
takes classical conditioning one step further.  He argued that if the response to a stimulus 
had a pleasing effect, the more likely the learner is to repeat it.  His response to Piaget’s 
status update is a play on that idea with negative vs. positive effect.  Lastly, Piaget 
chimes in with his take on things.  The Piagetian child learns by interacting with its 
environment and coming to understand the world around him based on his developmental 
stage.  As he grows into another stage, some of the ideas and concepts previously known 
and new experiences may cause conflict for the learner and cause “disequilibrium”.  The 
process of learning is when the learner adjusts their point of view, digests the new 
information, and reaches equilibrium again.  Here, Piaget is merely posing the question 
about whether or not a child can know everything at that age, given the state of 
development he/she is in.  Someone else could have chimed in, actually, to point out that 
the person “speaking” in the piece is an adult reflecting on his/her life.  This being the 
case, the person IS at a developmental stage to come into full knowing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lev Vygotsky is able to further elaborate on his theory with this status update.  Contrary 
to Piaget or others who spoke of a child’s IQ or ability to learn as being static, Vygotsky 
saw it as being more dynamic.  He coined this idea the ZPD (zone of proximal/potential 
development).  With this idea, he leaves room for the child’s interactions with others and 
for the child’s experiences (or lack there of) to shape the child’s learning.  Kohler 
comments acknowledging that importance and shares a link to a youtube video that 
makes connections between his work done with chimpanzees and that learning of a 
human child.  The video shows that chimpanzees rarely learn by imitation, but the human 
child does.  Vygotsky just comments to reinforce the idea and makes a connection to 
Kohler’s work with chimpanzees and the use of tools/the environment when learning and 
problem-solving to reach the a-ha moment that many of the learning theorists have 
referred to.  Even though Albert Bandura was not one of the major learning theorist we 
studied, I did appreciate his input and label of “modeling” to relate a particular kind of 
learning in the social realm.  He asserts that much of a child’s learning occurs on a day-
to-day basis while engaged in ordinary activities and situations.  He also talks about the 
value of language in the learning process.   


